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to mean all sensation.) To get to know it better, we need only to 

look closer. To that end, we invent microscopes and telescopes to 

magnify it. We substitute electronic devices for our eyes in order to 

-ray wavelengths. Our technologically 

enhanced senses have put us more in touch with reality than at any 

other time in the history of our species. 

think it is. Reality may not be real. 

Looking only produces a tingling in the nerves. Sensation, as 

such, is meaningless. People learn to make sense of their sensations 

soon after birth, and by the time they can ta

how they learned and even that they did learn. But when cataract 

surgery was first perfected, it enabled many people who had been 

blind from birth to see for the first time. Marius von Senden wrote 

about their experiences in Space and Sight. The newly sighted 

people experienced patches of color or brightness without meaning. 

They had to learn to associate the patches with concepts previously 

Summarized and Simplified 

Astronomers imagine that they are 

modern telescopes. They think that the 

information coming through their 

 

But they exclude the fact that knowing 

does not work that way. What we call 

what is actually real. 

the 

thing. You see only the way you taught 

yourself to see from the time you were 

born. 

A vast series of nerve tinglings are 

passing from your eyes to your brain. 

Your mind taught itself what those 

sensations should mean. Adults who 

are given sight for the first time cannot 

 



associated with other sensations. (This may be the only episode in 

the history of our species in which individuals capable of 

communicating their r  

Nor do nerves transmit anything. One nerve is stimulated to 

discharge its tiny electrical spark, and this may stimulate nearby 

her on or off. When the chain of discharges 

reaches the brain, the only way to distinguish one spark from 

another is the relationship with all other sparks. These 

relationships can form into groups, and the groups can become 

associated. Associations of associations can stimulate each other. 

Hierarchies of associations can develop, which can become 

- and lower-level 

associations. 

In this way a dynamic classification system arises. It creates 

the sensory order, which is not so much a one-to-one mapping of 

the real world as a metaphor of it. For example, in the real world, 

colors are part of a linear arrangement of increasing wavelengths. 

Beyond red is infrared, and beyond violet is ultraviolet. But in the 

sensory order, red and violet join at purple to make a circle. There 

is no purple wavelength in the real world. 

So looking can in no way be equated with knowing. We need 

ot what we usually consider to 

 

What turns percepts and concepts, those associations of 

nervous sparks, into knowledge is judgement: answering the 

yes or no does the trick. 

Douglas 

between determinate and ambiguous. 

But judgement, unlike diamonds, is seldom forever. There can 

be new sensations, new data, and new ideas, new theories. Old 

sensations and ideas can be rearranged. The question for 

judgement can be recalled. The determinate can become 

ambiguous again. The tangled hierarchies of associations of 

associations of nerve sparks are continually re-energizing 

These adults, then, in first learning to 

their other senses. 

than that. The brain receives millions of 

or not. The ONLY way it can make 

sense of that vast array of information is 

to arrange everything into complex 

patterns by order of importance. 

not reality, but your own metaphor of 

-chosen 

underlying ruling ideas.) For instance, 

there is no such thing as purple, but the 

different wavelengths. 

theory or pattern; it could just as easily 

be fantasy. 

The thing that determines how all those 

sensations and associations of millions 

of sparks then become what you think 

you see is JUDGMENT. 

Yet judgment can and does change with 

new information and new ways to 

understand coming in. A massive shift 

of understanding can change how the 

eyes see everything.  



themselves and shifting their patterns. Sometimes they reorganize 

themselves en masse: There can be paradigm shifts which shift 

reality. 

wn by 

looking at it? Maybe we started our march down Epistemology 

Lane on the wrong foot. 

our balance is to notice that, to me, your nerve sparks and 

classification system and sensory order and paradigm-determined 

 reality. The dichotomous 

dichotomies. 

Notice too that equating knowing with looking also equates 

reality with the descriptions of that looking. This error underlies 

much of modern physics: Mathematical equations are symbolic 

representations of the descriptions of looking, so equating reality 

with the descriptions reduces reality to a set of equations. A vicious 

circle results: The equations allow you to deduce reality, and you 

no longer need even to look. What began as empiricism ends up as 

idealism. The objective and the subjective become confused. Cause 

and effect become meaningless. The arrow of time becomes an 

illusion, as in relativity, and existence depends on measurement, as 

in quantum mechanics. Our unconscious assumptions in the 

beginning have come back around to bite us on the ankle. 

And in light of the nerve sparks and sensory metaphors and 

mutable judgements, an even more basic, unconscious, and 

untenable assumption comes to light: that reality is something we 

start with. 

For science, for the cognitive understanding of our 

experiences, reality is really what we end up with. 

Mel Acheson 

 

 

True reality can be very different from 

what we have imagined we were 

 

This is exactly what God says  we 

walk by faith and not by sight. Because 

what you think you see is not true. 

The human self-made definitions of 

stones over which we fall. We even 

other people are seeing and judging. 

based on what we imagine we are 

se stories are only 

metaphors of our self-made 

descriptions, yet they rule over how we 

judge reality. We imagine we have 

made ourselves blind. 

If you were blind, you 

would have no sin; but now you say, 

 

For us, as believers in Jesus, the RULES 

we choose to govern how we are to 

perceive everything are the most 

important decisions we could make. 

Everything is governed by how we see. 

 


